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The Habsburg empire did not fall by accident; nor could
it have been saved by devices of skilful diplomacy. Its main-
spring was broken. Industrialism and its concomitant, uni-
versal education, made a dynastic empire impossible; and
there was no single nationality who could take over the Habs-
burg empire, as the Germans took over the Empire of the
Hohenzollerns. The collapse of the Habsburg empire was not
only complete, but final; and it is a grotesque misunderstand-
ing to ascribe the later troubles of Europe to the failure of the
Habsburg succession, when hi fact the Habsburg settlement
would have been permanent and stable had it not been for the
breakdown of the Versailles settlement of Germany. To
attribute the fall and dismemberment of the national states hi
central and south-eastern Europe to their own defects is com-
parable to condemning Sir Christopher Wren as an architect
because of the collapse of the City churches in the blitz of
1940-41. In their system of security and in their ensuring
the permanence of the Paris settlement in the Danube valley
the * succession statesJ set an example which the great powers
would have done well to follow in their treatment of Germany.

The centre of the post-Habsburg order was inevitably
Czechoslovakia. Of all the succession states it alone possessed
a fully developed oligarchy which could take over the responsi-
bilities of government. Bohemia was an industrial country
and an educated country, the two essential prerequisites for
a constructive national sentiment. Moreover, by good chance,
the native territorial aristocracy of Bohemia had perished in
the struggles of the seventeenth century; and the territorial
aristocracy of the Slovak lands was Magyar. Therefore the
Czechoslovak people could develop a national consciousness
free from the distortions and contradictions of aristocratic
tradition. The Czechoslovak idea could not be other than
democratic; it had no sense unless it rested on the Czecho-
slovak people. Thus the foreign policy of Dr. Benes had the
foresight and system of an established order without the con-